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AVONDALE PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENTAL  RAI GATEWAY PROGRAM
LI N KAG Es (PEL) STU DY AN ECONOMIC ENGINE FOR OUR COMMUNITY

The Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development (DOTD) in coordination with the New Orleans
Regional Planning Commission (RPC) and the railroads operating in the New Orleans metropolitan area is
conducting a Planning and Environmental Linkages (PEL) study to evaluate the feasibility of consolidating
some or all of the roadway-rail at-grade crossings at Live Oak Boulevard, Willswood Lane, George Street
and Avondale Garden Road and replacing them with one, or possibly more, road-over-rail grade separations.

These crossings were identified as Projects W10 through W13 project in a 2007 New Orleans Rail
Gateway (NORG) Infrastructure Feasibility Assessment (2007 Study). The location and number of grade
separation(s) will be evaluated as part of this study.

On average, 31 freight and passenger trains cross these roadways each day resulting in vehicle delays of
possibly 10 minutes or longer for trains to clear the crossings. There have been 27 train-vehicle crashes
at these four crossings since 1977, with 9 being injury and 2 being fatality crashes. There have been four
vehicle-vehicle crashes for the 3-year period from 2017 - 2019.
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PUBLIC MEETING FOR THE NORG AVONDALE PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENTAL

LINKAGES (PEL) STUDY

The first public meeting for the New Orleans Rail
Gateway (NORG) Avondale Planning and Environmental
Linkages (PEL) Study was held online for 38
consecutive days from March 9, 2022 through April
15, 2022. The NORG Program is an on-going study to
evaluate rail and roadway improvements, or “Program
of Projects”, to upgrade the NORG infrastructure in
Jefferson and Orleans Parishes to increase Regional
competitiveness and enhance economic growth.

The public meeting was advertised in local newspapers,
in press releases and public service announcements
(PSAs) distributed to local media outlets, on door
hangers placed on study area residences and
businesses, in DOTD MyDOTD email announcements,
and on the NORG Program webpage. The technical
presentation, exhibits, and comment form were posted
on the DOTD NORG Program webpage for access via
personal computer, cell phone or tablet. Individuals
could request to be added to the study mailing list
directly from the webpage. The presentation with
scripted narrative was available in both written (PDF)
and audio (YouTube) formats. Those without Internet
access could request hardcopies of the meeting
materials.

The presentation included:
e An overview of the NORG Program and the ongoing
Jefferson Highway Rail Crossing Relocation Project,

¢ An overview of the Avondale PEL Study, and

* How to stay involved and participate in the
decision-making process

DOTDA-Z | CONTACTUS | SITEMAP | EMPLOYEE PORTAL

="

{OUEANA SEPAETIE N OF AboutDOTD | FEmployment | Maps/GIS | Mews & Evenis My DOTD
skl RESIDENTS | BUSINESS | GOVERNMENT INSIDE
In My Community Working With DOTD State and Local Resources La DOTD

Home » Inside LaDOTD » Divisions » Multimodal Commerce » Freight and Passenger Rail

Dacuments and Projects
Links
Avondale PEL Study

Avondale Planning & Evaluation Linkages (PEL) Study Documents
Virtual Public Scoping Meeting

The Louisiana Department of Transportation and D (DOTD) in © ion with the

Federal Railroad Administration (FRA), the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), the New Orleans
Regional Planning Commission (RPC) and the railroads operating in the New Orleans metropolitan area
are conducting a Planning and Environmental Linkages (PEL) study to evaluate the feasibility of closing
the Union Pacific (UP) and Burlington Northern Santa Fe (BNSF) roadway-rail at-grade crossings at Live
0Oak Boulevard, willswood Lane, George Street and Avondale Garden Road and replacing them with one,
or possibly more, road-over-rail grade separations. The location and number of grade separation(s) will
be evaluated as part of this study.

A Virtual Public Scoping Meeting is being held online for thirty-eight (38) consecutive days from
March 9 through April 15, 2022, to present the study, its goals and schedule, and to solicit
comments and key issues to be considered. This Scoping Meeting consists of a pre-recorded
presentation, meeting exhibits, and contact information to provide comments or to be added to the
study distribution list to receive future notices. All interested parties are invited to review the Scoping
Mesting materials and are encouraged to comment.

Comments

Comments can be submitted by completing the On-line Comment Form or by downloading the
Printable Comment Form and mailing it to the address shown on the form or submitting it via email
to NORG@mbakerintl.com. Emailed forms should indicate "NORG Avondale PEL Study Public
Scoping Meeting Comment Form” as the Subject.

Comment Forms must be received or postmarked no later than April 15, 2022, to be included in the
public record.

Click here to be added to the mailing list.

Virtual Public Scoping Meeting Materials

O Type Name File Size  Modified

L] NORG Avondale PEL Printable Fill-in Comment 203 KB 3/2/2022 12:49 PM
Form 030922

L] NORG Avondale PEL Study Area Exhibit 030922 1363 KB 3/2/2022 12:50 PM

m NORG Avondale PEL Study Goals 030922 451 KB 2/2/2022 12:50 PM

= NORG Avondale Public Scoping Meeting 7821 KB 3/3/2022 12:24 PM
Presentation with Written Narrative

I YouTube - NORG Avondale Public Scoping Meeting 2kB 3/8/2022 2:55 PM
Presentation with Audic Narrative 03-09-22

m Virtual Public Scoping Meeting Summary 7119 KB 5/25/2022 8111 AM

The presentation, exhibits, and comment form
are available on the NORG Program webpage at
www.dotd.la.gov/AvondalePELStudy.

A Summary of the Virtual Public Scoping Meeting has been posted on the NORG Program webpage. The Summary
is also available for review at the Live Oak Library in Waggaman, and the Jane O’Brien Chatelain Westbank Regional

Library in Harvey.
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COMMENTS

There were 103 webpage views 0,
and 46 views of the YouTube sl ==

presentation. Six comment forms ﬁ ﬂ m 3
were received during the March 9 ( Yl ) oo

- April 15, 2022 public comment Crossing Delays Safety Concerns Emergency Services Train Horn Noise
period. The comments included: Access

NEXT MEETING

The next meeting to present Alternatives is anticipated to be held Summer 2023. This meeting will be announced
through newspaper notices, press releases and PSAs, door hangers, DOTD MyDOTD Email announcements, on the
NORG Program webpage, and USPS and email notices sent to contacts on the mailing list.
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STAY INFORMED

If you would like to be added to the contact list for the Avondale PEL Study, please contact the Project Team at:

¢ Information Line: (504) 488-6196
¢ Email: NORG@mbakerintl.com
¢ Mail: P.O. Box 56845, New Orleans, LA 70156-6845
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